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How to diminish the carbon footprint of asphalt roads 
 
The carbon footprint of roads is significant. Of course traffic is the key contributor, but also 
during construction and maintenance of roads enormous amounts of CO2 are released.  
Reducing the carbon footprint related to climate change is a worldwide challenge. In many 
countries this has been recognised and actions are being taken to reduce the carbon 
footprint related to roads. Different parties have different responsibilities in road construction. 
Clients can influence contractors and producers and vice versa.  
 
In the presentation some insight will be given in the carbon footprint of asphalt roads and the 
possibilities to influence this. This has both a technical aspect (what is possible) and a 
contracting aspect (how to make it possible, what is the price one is willing to pay for CO2 
reduction, how to stimulate industry to come forward with innovative sustainable solutions).  
Attention will be paid to the need for standardisation in methods in an early stage to prevent 
everyone inventing their own wheels. 
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